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Costa Rica Population: 2.9 million GDP growth rate: 3% in 1988, 3.5% in 1989 Main exports: fruits,
clothing, coffee, meat Exports: $1.205 billion in 1988, $1.26 billion in 1989 Imports: $1.3 billion in 1988,
$1.3 billion in 1989 Trade balance: -$95 million in 1988, -$40 million in 1989 Inflation: 20.8% in 1988,
22% in 1989 Foreign debt: $4.1 billion El Salvador Population: 5.1 million GDP growth rate: 1% in
1988, 2% in 1989 Main exports: coffee, shellfish, clothing Exports: $630 million in 1988, $650 million
in 1989 Imports: $975 million in 1988, $1 billion in 1989 Trade balance: -$354 million in 1988, -$350
million in 1989 Inflation: 20% in 1988, 23% in 1989 Foreign debt: $1.8 billion Guatemala Population:
8.7 million GDP growth rate: 3.5% in 1988, 4.2% in 1989 Main exports: coffee, fruits, sugar, clothing
Exports: $1.1 billion in 1988, $1.2 billion in 1989 Imports: $1.475 billion in 1988, $1.6 billion in 1989
Trade balance: -$375 million in 1988, -$400 million in 1989 Inflation: 13.4% in 1988, 19% in 1989
Foreign debt: $2.8 billion Honduras Population: 4.8 million GDP growth rate: 3% in 1988, 2.5% in
1989 Main exports: Fruits, coffee, shellfish, clothing Exports: $930 million in 1988, $1 billion in 1989
Imports: $980 million in 1988, $1.025 billion in 1989 Trade balance: -$50 million in 1988, -$25 million
in 1989 Inflation: 6.6% in 1988, 5.5% in 1989 Foreign debt: $3.2 billion Nicaragua Population: 3.5
million GDP growth rate: -9% in 1988, no 1989 forecast Main exports: coffee, cotton, bananas Exports:
$310 million in 1988, no 1989 forecast Imports: $760 million in 1988, no 1989 forecast Trade balance: -
$450 million in 1988, no 1989 forecast Inflation: 7,778.4% in 1988, no 1989 forecast Foreign debt: $6.7
billion Panama Population: 2.3 million GDP growth rate: -25% in 1988, -5% in 1989 Main exports:
fruits, shellfish and fish, coffee, clothing Exports: $2.1 billion in 1988, $2.1 billion in 1989 Imports:
$2.5 billion in 1988, $2.55 billion in 1989 Trade balance: -$400 million in 1988, -$450 million in 1989
Inflation: 0.2% in 1988, 3% in 1989 Foreign debt: $4.2 billion Source: Data Resources, Southeast Bank
and Jorge Salazar, director of Center for Economic Research at Florida International UnIversity and
director of IESCARIBE, in "Hemisphere `89" section, Miami Herald, 04/17/89.
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